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PROPOSED ACTKHi 

The proposed action consists of a mining plan submitted under the 
provisions of 30 CFR Part 231.10 of the Federal regulations by the 
Anaconda (knnpany on April 4, 1973. The plan is for an underground 
uranium mining operation near the southern end of the company's 
Paguate open-pit mine on Laguna Tribal lease No. 4. Scheduled to 
start mining ore July 1, 1974, the SCO to 750 Cons per day operation 
should be completed sometime in 1977. 

A multilayered-ser4es-of-aany—8na44.^-8ou<h-trending—tabular—or^-bodi^s-
lie within the Jaclq>ile unit of the Jurassic Morrison Fbimatlon at 
depths of about 200 to 400 feet below the land surface. They extend 
southerly from the Paguate pit crest limit for a distance of nearly 
~% mile^ Since the estimated ore reserve is too small to Justify the 
cost of open-pit mining, they will be developed through three vertical 
shafts and a tracked main haulage level. Ore extraction will be 
accomplished through raises and a modified room and pillar method. 

location and Natural Setting 

The Involved lands Include about 58 acres within sections 4 and 5, 
T. 10 N., R. 5 W., NMFM, Valencia County, New Mexico. They are located 
^^l-t-he-^laguna-Minlng District about 8.5 miles north of-Lagma-r 
Mexlco, on the Laguna Indian Reservation. The tract is situated on 
the northeasterly sloping flank of the high ridge near the head of 
Oak Canyon at elevations ranging from 6,200 to 6,575 feet above sea 
level. State Highway 279jwhich borders the northeast comer of the 
tract, also passes through the Laguna Indian village of Paguate about 
1 mile to the north. 

The climate is semlarld, the annual precipitation ranging from 4 to 18 
inches and averaging about 9 Inches per year. The summers are generally 
hot, the winters moderately cold and the mean yearly temperature Is 
about 53° F. 
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